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(A) Questions:

Question 1. Section L, CAR-L11, “Section IV - Past Performance,” page
80, in the second unnumbered paragraph states: “For four commercial
or Government contracts completed within the last three years L
This wording seems to preclude an offeror from being able to cite
contracts in progress. If the offeror's only relevant contracts over
the last three years are in progress, then none could be cited.
Request the wording be changed to “. . . contracts completed or in
progress . . . .”".

Answer: The Government concurs with this. proposed change in wording.
Therefore, on page 80 of 99 of the RFP, the second unnumbered "
paragraph is hereby revised to read as follows:

“For four commercial or Government contracts completed, or in
progress, within the last three years for similar or related work,
either as a prime or subcontractor, the offeror shall send a copy of
Attachment (4) questionnaire provided herein to the cognizant Program
Manager/COR for completion and forwarding directly to the following
address in time to be received no later than the due date for the
solicitation.”

Question 2. Section L, CAR-L11, “Section IV - Past Performance,” page
79, the last paragraph states “the offeror shall. demonstrate past
performance in the following seven areas.” The first two areas
require manufacturing to have been accomplished. Section M page 97
evaluates these two factors as more than twice as important as the
other factors. The requirement that factors A and B address
manufacturing seems to preclude using an otherwise applicable non-
manufacturing contract as a reference for past performance as the
offeror would be penalized by lower scores on a contract that »
otherwise is an example of outstanding performance in other areas of
the SOW. If factors A and B are not applicable, will the offeror be
penalized with a lower score in the first two areas.

Answer: Since manufacturing is such a large and important part of the
contract, past performance in manufacturing is desired. The ability of
the Government to evaluate past performance in manufacturing is needed
to determine the extent and depth of past manufacturing capability and
consistency of the offeror. As stated in the requirement, proposals
will be given credit for good past performance, lose credit for poor
past performance, and neither receive nor lose credit for no past
performance. In addition, offerors are reminded that in Section M of
the RFP, under Section 4, “Past Performance”, the following is stated,
“The Government will evaluate the offeror’s reputation for satisfac-
torily manufacturing hardware of a complex nature, conforming to
specifications and to standards of good workmanship, ...”. Under
Section 5, “Demonstration of Manufacturing Capabilities”, the
offeror’s manufacturing capability will be evaluated by the submission
of a sample piece of hardware with supporting documentation. This
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should be understood to mean that what we are looking for is a
demonstration of the ability to manufacture the type of hardware
contemplated by the contract resulting from the solicitation. That is
different from past performance in manufacturing as called for in
Section M. Therefore, the wording in Section L, Provision CAR~L11,
“Section IV - Past Performance,” page 79, will not be changed.

Question 3. Section L, CAR-L11l, “Section V - Demonstration of
Manufacturing Capability” on page 81, item 5 requires a narrative,
listing previous work experience that includes a “customer
satisfaction report.” This report is not addressed in Section M. How
will it be evaluated? In most cases, customers have not provided such
a report. Recommend this paragraph state “..any customer satisfaction
report that may have been received.”

Answer: What is meant by the “customer satisfaction report” is the
“Past Performance Questionnaire” which is Attachment 4 of the RFP.
Therefore, for clarification purposes, the term “customer satisfaction
report” is hereby deleted, and “Past Performance Questionnaire”
substituted therefor.

Question 4. What start date should be used for pricing purposes?
Answer: 30 August 2003.

Question 5. Section L, CAR-L11, page 63 “Content and Format”,
paragraph “c” request the cost proposal to consist “of the selected
cost data required by SELECTED COST DATA FOR INDEFINITE DELIVERY
CONTRACTS (JUN 1996) (NSWCCD) . . . .”. Please provide a copy of the
referenced clause or document.

Answer: The following solicitation provision is hereby incorporated
into Section L of the RFP.

CAR-L07 SELECTED COST DATA FOR INDEFINITE DELIVERY CONTRACTS (JUN
1996) (NSWCCD)

To assist the Government in determining cost reasonableness/realism
for this effort, it is reguired that you provide enough detailed cost
information with your offer to make this determination. In preparing
your cost proposal, it is essential that you breakout and identify
separately for each year of the contract, the following types of cost
elements listed below. The following is only an example of the
various types of cost elements which may be applicable but not
necessarily limited to:

(a) DIRECT LABOR - Identify the various labor categories
intended for use under this contract including the number of labor
hours, labor rates, and total cost for each labor category proposed
for each year of the contract. The labor specified under this
category shall only be for the prime contractor's direct labor and
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shall not include any subcontracted labor. (See subcontracted labor
below) .

(b) FRINGE BENEFITS - If applicable and in accordance with your
normal accounting procedures, identify the fringe benefit rate(s) and
total fringe benefit cost being proposed and identify the cost
elements for which the fringe benefit rate is being applied.

(c) OVERHEAD - Identify the current and/or projected overhead
rate(s) and total overhead cost being proposed under this solicitation
and identify the various cost elements for which overhead is being
applied.

(d) SUBCONTRACTING LABOR - Identify (if applicable), any
proposed subcontracting labor intended for use under this contract.
Identify the labor categories for which subcontracting is being
proposed and include the subcontractor’s direct labor rates, number of
hours proposed for each labor category, fringe benefits, overhead,
G&A, fee, etc., that has been submitted by the subcontractor to the
prime contractor for consideration under this contract.

(e) OTHER - (1) Direct Cost - Identify any other direct cost
elements being proposed which are not included above but are
applicable to your cost proposal, e.g., royalties, Facilities Capital
Cost of Money, special tooling, travel, computer usage, etc. Include
the basis for the proposed amount. (2) Indirect cost - Identify any
other indirect cost element being proposed which has not been included
above and identify the various cost elements for which the rate is
applied.

(£) GENERAL & ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSE - TIdentify the G&A rate(s)
and the total G&A cost proposed and identify the various cost elements
for which the G&A is being applied.

(g) FEE - Identify the fee rate and total amount proposed and
identify the various cost elements for which the fee is being applied.

Question 6. Section L, CAR-L11l, “Section I - PERSONNEL QUALIFI-
CATIONS, ” page 66, Non-Key Personnel, Senior Quality Control Engineer
lists 1000 Estimated Hours per Year. Page 68 lists a Quantity of one
(1) under the “Minimum Number of Personnel” for Senior Quality Control
Engineer. However, page 74, Item (H) states a requirement of two (2)
Senior Quality Control Engineers. Please specify the correct number of
personnel for the Senior Quality Control Engineer Non-Key Category.

Answer: The minimum number personnel for the Senior Quality Control
Engineer category is one (1).

Therefore, on page 74 of 99 of the RFP, the heading for Item H is
hereby revised to read as follows:

“Senior Quality Control Engineer (One (1) Person Required)”
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(B) The following correction to the RFP is hereby made:

On page 97 of 99 of the RFP, under paragraph A, the last
hereby revised to read as follows:

“Both subfactors are of equal importance”.

sentence is
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